Private companies for phase I studies?
In France, the debate is still open regarding where phase I studies should take place. According to its strict definition, very few phase I studies are performed per year in our country. Because they are usually carried out on healthy volunteers, ethics and safety are intimately mixed in with such studies. Safety in these highly specific investigations is founded on 2 bases, first on the independence of the investigator and secondly on the laboratory environment. The economic independence and total lack of responsibility in this respect on the part of the investigator ensure that all ethical considerations including safety are focused on the personal interest of the volunteer who participates in the study.